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Figure 2. Data value chain (Modified from IDC, 2017, p. 28) 

2.2 Towards greater data utilisation in the built environment 

Recently, there have been a few initiatives that are aiming to increase data utilisation in the built 
environment. For example, the Finnish Ministry of the Environment launched a development project that 
will develop an information system for the built environment (Ympäristöministeriö, 2020). If the project is 
successful, the built environment's data can be reliably used to make decisions and provide data-driven 
services. 

Another initiative is the model terms for data sharing, provided by the Technology Industries of Finland. 
This is an important effort since established practices for agreeing on data access rights do not yet exist 
(Teknologiateollisuus, 2019). The model terms can be used by companies to define the origin, purpose, 
and ownership of data. Transparency in the use of data should be a high priority, as it increases trust 
between actors. 

The recent launch of the Finnish Center for Artificial Intelligence (FCAI) has also increased the 
awareness of possibilities for utilising data.3 FCAI aims to bring together researchers and industry and 
public sector actors to solve real-life problems using both existing artificial intelligence expertise and 
entirely new artificial intelligence methods. The Big Data Value Association (BDVA), on the other hand, is 
an international, industry-driven organisation that aims to increase data-driven collaboration among 
actors by providing tools for co-creation that should lead to new services and know-how exchange.4 A 
third organisation, worth mentioning, is the International Data Spaces Association (IDSA), which aims to 
design a reliable data economy architecture with the help of business and the research community. IDSA 

 
 
3 Finnish Center for Artificial Intelligence, 26.8.2020, available at: https://fcai.fi/ 
4 The Big Data Value Association (BDVA), 26.8.2020, available at: https://www.bdva.eu/about  
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